Doorway to Recovery

I had given up almost all hope of having my son go into recovery from his alcohol addiction.  He had been drinking for years and had been in different hospital rehab centers. After the short term (7 to 10 days) in house programs he was eligible for ended, he soon began drinking again. There was little follow up on his part and on the part of the program rehab center.  Moreover, the continuing programs offered were extremely expensive, and truthfully he did not appear that motivated to do them. For whatever reason, he would begin the drinking cycle again.

About two years ago, my son had arrived at my home drunk and wanted to go into yet another residential program. I had been trying to help him financially to get the type of help he needed but my finances were running out like “the water in a leaky bathtub.” I felt if I kept this up my savings would be depleted – and anyway this type of help didn’t seem to be working. I did not offer money for a program but told him he was welcome to stay at home for a short time while he tried to figure out “how to get his life together.”  

During this time, I was walking down the street and met a friend whom I hadn’t seen in years.  This chance encounter had to be God working.  She told me it was one of the happiest days of her life as her son had entered a recovery program for his addictions, a sober living environment called “Doorway to Recovery.”  The cost there was minimal. Most of the men and women were working at regular jobs and could pay the reasonable cost of the program themselves; many times jobs are found with the assistance of the staff of Doorway.  There were certain rules at the residence pertaining to living soberly, weekly house meetings and the requirement that the residents regularly attend AA meetings.  I mentioned this to my son and he called Mark and followed up with a sit down discussion.  He entered the “Doorway to Recovery” residence and the results have been nothing short of a miracle.  He was able to stay at the center as long as he needed to – and for the first time in years he is functioning normally.  It took him a long time to get into the condition he was formerly in and there was no easy and short way to begin recovering from his addiction.  

Mark, the director, has been very accessible to him and has helped him tremendously along his journey to wellness.  I cannot say enough good things about Mark and “Doorway to Recovery.”  Mark, a former alcoholic, is compassionate, a tremendous role model and a great facilitator in helping the men and women in his houses recover.  He takes a personal interest in each resident and seems to know how to give him or her the type of encouragement they need.  God bless Mark in his work.  I am extremely grateful to him - the world is definitely a better place because of his dedication.

